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Editorial 
Fe Baculi 
 
After a seemingly endless and most 
unfriendly winter, and a spring that virtually 
passed us by altogether, we know it must be 
summer now, though a grey and overcast 
sky refuses to let us glimpse the sun.  We 
can tell it is summer from the riot of colors 
that have sprung everywhere, in gardens 
and  fields, defying the sky.  In our part of 
the world, summer is a cause for  
celebration. 
 
 We have other reasons to celebrate.  Today 
is Canada's birthday.  Our country is a full 
141 years old.   Happy birthday Canada, 
and lots of fun to all of Canada's people out 
there celebrating in their various ways. 
   
A little over a month ago, TESL Canada held 
another very successful  conference.  The 
success of the conference was due to the 
efforts of organizers, volunteers and 
presenters from the whole TESL 
Community, especially from the two host 
provinces, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
 

Administrators, teachers, 
learners, speakers, presenters, and book 
publishers were there.   For the teachers, 
the main purpose was professional 
development -- how to become even better 
in our teaching profession. There are many 
ways of defining  PROFESSION.  My 
favorite is one I read in a Public Relations 
Journal, which talks of the three dimensions 
of a profession: its width, its height and its 
depth.  In my books, these three Ds 
translate into DEDICATION, 
DEVELOPMENT, and DISCIPLINE; the 
conference had something to offer re each 
of them --instructing us, guiding us, inspiring 
us and reminding us of things we didn’t 
know we knew.  I just wish that ESL 
teachers were paid more so they could all 
attend conferences without their schools' 
financial support. 
 
 In connection with this national conference, 
we had another cause to celebrate. Our very 
own Ms. Maureen Sargent of Nova Scotia 
(Director of TESL Center, Saint Mary's 
University) is one the four recipients of the 
TESL of Canada Life Member award.  We 
are proud of and happy for her. 
   
No need for me to say more.  We have so 
many wonderful contributions to our 
newsletter this time.  Let them have their 
say. Among other things, we have a 
Presidential Report from our very hard-
working TESL NS President and Webmaster 
Ms. Ellen Pilon; a short expose on Ms. 
Maureen Sargent;  7 Learners' essays; an 
article  each from Ms. Sandee Thompson 
and Ms. Fiona Inglis, our recipients of the 
Conference Support; a more in-depth 
analysis of the conference from a colleague 
Mr. Andy Champlain (the proud father of a 3 
day-old baby boy); and a short group report 
from those of us who volunteered for the 
national conference.  For a grand 
conclusion, finally, we have an ESP 
contribution "Serve it hot..." from Ms. 
Rebecca Stoffer. 
 
 A heartfelt thank you to all who contributed 
to the success of the recent TESL Canada 
conference and, again, congratulations 
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Maureen from the whole TESL Nova Scotia 
"Village". Thanks to all the contributors and 
may we have more submissions for the next 
edition. See you soon at our annual 
provincial conference at Acadia University 
this fall. Happy Canada Day! 
 
Ms. Fe Baculi, Editor 
(Instructor/TESL Center, SMU) 
 
 

 
 
President’s Report 
Ellen Pilon 
 
The first half of my first year as President of 
TESL NS has been an absolute delight as I 
work with a Board filled with many new 
participants, and some longstanding loyal 
ones.   The new Board, a group of 
enthusiastic teachers, includes 
representation from different interested 
schools: 
 
Julian Inglis, Vice-President 
Caroline MacKinnon, Recording Secretary 
Haiyan Sun, Membership Secretary 
Anne Grant, Treasurer 
Fe Baculi, Newsletter Editor 
Alicia Daley, TESL NS Rep on the TESL 
Canada Board 
Sandy Crocker, Member at Large 
Kent Fraser, Member at Large 
Andy deChamplain, Member at Large 
Christine Grimshire, Member at Large 
Susanne Campbell, Member at Large 
 
We are planning new and exciting 
professional development events and 
happenings which will begin in the fall.   
These include online discussion forums on 
topics of interest to TESL NS teachers and 
café style meetings where participants share 
successes and learn from each other.  
Details will be posted on the website 
(www.teslns.ca) and will be emailed to all 
members in the fall.  
 

During my three years of 
organizing the TESL Canada 2008 
conference, it became apparent to me that 
we in NS really need access to professional 
development for ourselves.  For example, 
we were the least represented province at 
the TESL Canada conference, yet we were 
co-hosting.  Other Atlantic provinces are 
possibly interested in joining us as in 
professional development, and I’ve started 
networking with the other presidents.  
 
The TESL Canada 2008 Conference was a 
phenomenal success.  Many delegates have 
emailed me to express their delight in the 
whole thing:  the excellent presenters, the 
fun events, the good organization, the 
wonderful location.  We were a bit crowded 
with a little more than 415 delegates.  Those 
from TESL NS who attended the conference 
are now enthusiastic supporters of the 
national conferences, and are already 
talking about the next one which is in Banff 
October 1 – 3, 2009.   
  
At the conference, TESL NS was delighted 
to nominate Maureen Sargent for a TESL 
Canada life member award.  Many of those 
who served with Maureen when she was on 
the TESL Canada board were at the 
conference banquet, and they were all 
happy to see her receive the well-deserved 
recognition.       
 
TESL NS will receive one-quarter of the 
profits from the conference, and at the 
moment the preliminary profit-loss statement 
suggests that the profits are substantial.   
TESL NB will receive one-quarter, and TESL 
Canada will receive one-half.  As we did with 
the profits from the TESL Canada 2000 
Conference in Halifax, we will use the funds 
to help subsidize our annual conference and 
the spring mini-conference.   If you have 
other ideas for how these funds can be used 
to benefit the membership of TESL NS until 
we next host a national conference in 8 -10 
years’ time, please email me.   
 
The next TESL NS conference will be 
Saturday November 1 and will be hosted by 
Acadia University.  For those who pre-
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register for the event, there will be a 
complimentary bus from Halifax to Wolfville.   
The bus will not only offer you more time to 
chat and network, but it will allow you to 
enjoy the wine and cheese social at the end 
of the conference. The theme is fostering 
learning communities.  The Call for Papers 
will be posted on the website at the end of 
June and will be emailed to all members.  
 
Any ideas or comments on how we can help 
with members’ professional development?  
Suggestions for roundtable discussions at 
the fall conference?  Email any time.  
webmaster@teslns.ca   
 

 
 

Nova Scotia recipient of the  
TESL Canada Life Member Award: 

Maureen Sargent 
 
It is with great pride that TESL NS 
nominated Maureen Sargent for the TESL 
Canada Life Member Award which she 
received at the conference banquet May 
30th.  This is a prestigious award presented 
to nominated TESL members who have 
contributed extensively and significantly to 
TESL for at least twenty years.   
 
Maureen has been an active member of 
TESL NS for many years. She served on the 
Executive of TESL Nova Scotia from 1993 to 
2004, acting as Member at Large, Member-
ship Secretary and Treasurer. She also 
served on the Board of TESL Canada from 
1997 to 2005 and was elected President in 
2002-2003. In addition, she was a member 
of TESL Canada’s early Teacher Training 
Program Recognition Committee, as well as 
the later Professional Standards Committee. 
From 2000 to 2005 she was also a member 
of the TESL Canada Journal Review Board. 
 
Maureen became interested in ESL while 
completing a Bachelor of Education at the 
University of Swaziland in southern Africa. 
On her return to Canada, she completed a 
Masters degree in Curriculum and 

Instruction with a 
Specialization in Teaching English as a 
Second or Foreign Language at Saint 
Mary's University. She went on to teach 
English in Beijing as part of Saint Mary’s 
CIDA-funded Canada China Language and 
Culture Program, a program in which many 
TESL Canadians participated over its more 
than ten-year span. After leaving China, 
Maureen taught ESL and EAP at Saint 
Mary's University, and worked part-time as 
the ESL Coordinator in the newly-
established TESL Centre. This position grew 
in scope with the rapid expansion of ESL 
and TESL programming at Saint Mary’s, and 
In 1998 Maureen was appointed Director of 
the TESL Centre. Since 1992 Maureen has 
also taught a variety of linguistics, 
pedagogical grammar and second language 
acquisition courses at Saint Mary's and 
Mount Saint Vincent Universities. 
 
Especially interested in language program 
administration, Maureen served on the 
board of the Council of Second Language 
Programs in Canada (CSLPC), which later 
became the Canada Language Council 
(CLC) and then Languages Canada, from 
2002 to 2007. She participated on the 
CSLPC’s Standards Committee which was 
instrumental in developing the standards 
that form the basis of their internationally-
recognized Quality Assurance Scheme. 
Maureen was Co-President of the CLC from 
2004-2006 with Robyn Inman of Pacific 
Language Institute. 
 
Congratulations Maureen! 
 

\ 
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7 Learners’ Conference Reports 
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Yevgenia Tsehtik 
 
The train started to move, trees and houses 
flew in front of the windows. We were 
excited about the Learning Conference, 
because of that four and a half hours winged 
swiftly... The sun was very nice during the 
journey, but Moncton met us with heavy 
rain. We caught a taxi and went to the Delta 
Hotel. 
 
At the Delta Hotel, volunteers welcomed us 
at the entrance hall, and showed the 
directions. After we received our tags and 
bags with the instructions, we went to the 
excellent exhibition of books committed to 
the subject of English as a Second 
Language. 
 
The next day was quite busy: it started for 
us at 9:00 and finished at 11:00. After a 
continental breakfast, we went to the 
Learning Conference and were welcomed 
by Co-Chairs- Yasmin Ojah and Carolyn 
Gupta. That day, from 9:30-10:30, we 
watched a presentation about Networking: 
Connecting with Others-Creating 
Community that was made by Mary Lou 
Arsenault. To understand better networking 
connections, she used an analogy with a 
ball of yarn; we threw to each other for the 
establishing of the connections. We learned 
that communication is a process of 
interaction made to share information, ideas, 
feelings and experiences. Also, we learned 
how to use our business cards. 
 
After coffee break, from 11:00-12:00, there 
was very useful presentation about the 
Canadian Language Benchmarks for Study 
and Work. CLB is the national standard 
used in Canada that describes what people 
can do in the four communication skills: 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. It is 

used with people who 
speak English as a Second Language 
(ESL). 
 
Later in the afternoon, we had a series of 
very interesting workshops, that were called 
Marketplace of Opportunities. Our first 
session was called ‘Hidden Job Market’, and 
our instructor was Dana Zilic-Parlee. She is 
a Career Development Practitioner from 
Conestoga College in Ontario. At that 
session we learned how to better navigate 
through the ‘hidden job market’ and practical 
ways to increase our job finding success. 
The second session was called ‘The Role of 
Economic Development Agencies for 
Business Start-Ups’.  The instructor for that 
session was Eric Pelletier from “Enterprise 
Greater Moncton” who taught us how to buy 
our own business and how to maintain it.  
Evan Houlahan and Natalie Melanson 
taught us how to develop our own 
professional E-Portfolio. 
 
Although all the sessions were very 
interesting, I liked the session about e-
portfolio the best, for me it was very useful.  
I am developing my own portfolio, and I 
learned some new details about it.  In other 
words, portfolio development is a process of 
identifying, assessing and recognizing what 
you know and what you can do. 
 
In the evening, we were happy to attend the 
semiformal dinner, TESL Canada Banquet. 
It was interesting to listen about how 
teachers received their Life Awards. I was 
almost cried when a teacher read a letter 
from her student who immigrated to Canada 
from Africa... The letter was very touching. 
At the end of the Banquet, we watched a 
very interesting ensemble, a group of 
performers from New Brunswick. The show 
was fabulous; the whole family presented 
that terrific music! There were fiddles, an 
accordion, a piano, spoons, a marionette 
and even a washboard! People were 
enthusiastic!  
 
The third day of the conference, started with 
the visiting of City of Moncton Farmers’ 
Market. There I saw different kinds of 
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cuisine, such as Indian and Chinese. It was 
very interesting to see different types of 
products, such as artistic candles from bees’ 
wax, hand made soap and even handmade 
jewellery. 
 
At the conference, we heard touching stories 
of Hamid Ait Zenou and Lisa Gao about their 
immigration to Canada. The rest of the day 
was spent on discussion about questions of 
Settled Immigrants. Almost all immigrants 
have the lack of communications at the 
beginning of their immigration to Canada. 
 
Surprisingly, the conference flew very fast. I 
learned many new things such as 
networking, hidden job market, portfolio 
development and even establishing my own 
business. For me, it was very interesting 
experience! 
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Christiane Rosenberger 
 
As an immigrant and an ESL student, I was 
invited to the Learners Conference 2008 in 
Moncton. For me, it was a great pleasure to 
take part in this conference and meet other 
immigrants from different provinces. Great 
thanks to all who were involved in preparing 
this happening.  
 
As an immigrant now in a new country, I am 
intent to step back a little and wait for what 
will happen and listen and hesitate to speak 
or be a part of a discussion, but when you 
have others around you who might have the 
same barriers, then it is lot easier to talk.  
 
The idea with the business cards helped me 
a lot to get in touch with the others and 
started a conversation. So, suddenly we 
created networking pretty easily, only 
because we talked to each other. In our 
home country, we all had this network. We 
were born into it and didn’t recognize it.  
Here we have to create a new one, so it is 
important to step out and talk to the people 
who will cross our new life here. Therefore 
to help us to do so, the ESL classes are a 
very important tool to improve the ability to 
learn, to live, to be a part of society and give 

something back. It was a 
very good idea to exchange our cards and 
helped us to talk without any inhibition.  
 
Also, the job-related workshops were 
interesting and helpful; they showed us 
different ways to find a job. As a newcomer 
we should know how to present ourselves, 
for example, to create an e-portfolio, (in rural 
Nova Scotia, better would be only a portfolio 
due to a lack of high speed), or ask about 
volunteering. They gave us a lot of helpful 
information to find jobs. During these 
workshops, we had enough time to collect 
more information and get experience from 
others.  
 
After the hard work of listening, talking, 
writing, and presenting ourselves, we got a 
fabulous entertaining reward- the banquet at 
the end of the day. With lots of music, 
delicious food, and good and interesting 
topics of discussion, the day came to an end 
late in the night. 
 
It is important to note that I and also other 
immigrants, have the impression that the 
lack of information is a great issue in the 
whole process of settling in Canada. The 
key for this is learning the language. So for 
myself, I am glad that after 2 years living 
here in Nova Scotia in King’s County, I 
finally found ESL classes that not only 
improve my English, but also bring other 
immigrants together where we can 
exchange experiences and possibly help 
each other. 
 
All in all, for me it was a great experience to 
attend this conference, and I am certain that 
our voice as already immigrated newcomers 
will be recognized and might help others 
who will come to this great country. 
  
Thanks a lot again. 
 
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Shirin Kiahosseini 
 
Networking was the most important factor 
that encouraged me to attend the 
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Conference. When my teacher, Mrs. Ellen 
Pilon, told me about the Conference, I 
thought that could be a good opportunity for 
networking with people in other provinces. 
 
Since I am a medical doctor, I had attended 
many Conferences and Seminars in my 
country while studying in university and after 
graduation. I thought this Conference could 
be a good time to compare between the two 
countries. I was excited and curious about 
the details. On the other hand, I was relaxed 
because I could be with my family and didn’t 
have to worry about my kid!!! 
To be honest, that Conference was so great 
that I can’t compare it with any other 
Conferences from my previous experiences. 
It was divided in two parts: Teachers and 
Learners. I don’t know what was going on at 
the Teacher’s part, but I’m going to explain 
about the Learner’s part of the Conference. 
 
There were 16 learners from different 
countries that now live in provinces all 
across Canada. We had two lovely Co-
chairs: Carolyn and Yasmin that managed 
our sessions. At the first session, we got 
together in a small saloon (like a class) and 
introduced ourselves in a very unique way 
that was planned in advance. A ball of yarn 
was thrown by each person to the other one, 
after introducing her/himself while  she/he 
caught a part of that in her/his hand. This 
activity created a connection among all of us 
like a web! (Real Network) 
 
Also we had friendly classes and mini 
workshops and they gave us some useful 
information about different subjects. For 
instance: “Connecting with others and 
creating community” that focused on how we 
can help rather than how we can be helped, 
that is the first step to establishing 
relationships  that build respect, acceptance 
and inclusion at work and in the community. 
Also they talked about: CLB for living in 
Canada, E-portfolio, Hidden job market, and 
the role of Economic Development Agencies 
for business start up. 
 
In the last day we had question and answer 
time with two settled immigrants in Moncton 

And Round table sessions 
led by ourselves. 
 
We listened, discussed and enjoyed the 
presentations and social activities during 
those days. Also we formed friendship with 
delegates from across the country and had 
happy memories that we shared them with 
other learners in Halifax when we returned. 
 
Finally, I should mention about the very nice 
banquet that we had. The location of our 
(learners) tables was the most interesting 
part, because it looked like all of the 
teachers embraced us, since our tables 
were arranged in the center of the saloon. 
What was also interesting is that we arrived 
when the teachers were already there. It 
looked like they were host and we were 
guest. 
 
At last I thank my lovely teacher Mrs. Ellen 
Pilon president of TESL  NS and all of those 
who were involved in organizing a very 
successful conference. 
 
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Reza Zabihi 
 
Being in TESL Canada Learners 
Conference was very enjoyable and 
interesting for me and absolutely all 
learners. The presence of many newcomers 
and learners with various levels of 
knowledge of English language and at the 
same time seeing a lot of teachers from all 
over Canada who are trying to improve their 
teaching English language to learners made 
me excited with a sense of pride.   
 
It was a wonderful meeting and as a whole I 
can say everything was perfect. First of all I 
found Moncton to be a beautiful city with 
nice people. I wish I had more time to see 
more of this small calm but lively city. 
Hospitality in the hotel and during the 
conference was great. You planned an 
excellent banquet. All programs were on 
time and well done thanks to Learners 
Conference Committee efforts and of course 
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Carolyn Gupta and Yasmin Ojah 
management.  
  
 In my opinion learning English language is 
the most important challenge for newcomers 
to Canada. If you can succeed in this, then 
you can make sure for progress in your next 
steps and aims. Learning a foreign language 
is a difficult and complex process but 
achievable and as a rule it follows some 
principals. These can be created in many 
ways and gathering in such conferences by 
sharing experiences and achievements, and 
solving problems is one of the most 
important ways. I think CLB is a good 
example of how systematic and organized 
efforts for improving the ways of teaching 
English language make it helpful and 
applied. 
 
Networking had an important role in the 
conference and in my opinion it is an 
inseparable part of our social life. 
Networking is a mutual relationship with 
others, specifically in verbal contact. If you 
know someone you learn something but if 
you put in a web communication with a tight 
relationship then you get a lot of benefits. It 
can change many aspects of your life. It has 
no cost to you but you’re listening. If you are 
a good listener you can get a lot of helpful 
information and of course you can give them 
your information too. That is it. You can 
make new friends, find a job, and get news, 
ideas and much more simply by networking. 
There was a special emphasis on 
networking in the conference and providing 
some business cards for learners in 
advance was a good idea. I think after 
learning language a successful networking 
is the second important challenge for 
newcomers. If you can’t speak English well 
or you aren’t familiar with a foreign culture 
and you may have a feeling shame, then 
you might not have enough self confidence 
to participate in such activities. This can be 
starter of a dangerous process, known 
culture shock. Getting rid of culture shock is 
difficult and takes a long time.  
 
One of the goals of the conference was 
focus on learning how to be independent 

and how to manage life in 
Canada. I think the majority part of 
independency depends on finding an 
appropriate job and earning a reasonable 
income. Job related subjects formed a 
portion of the conference. Portfolio and E-
portfolio in a brief were the most prominent 
of them.  Nowadays Portfolio has changed 
to an important part of our needs for 
applying for a job. It is actually a useful tool 
in which we collect all our documents, 
certificates, validation letters, sample works 
and etc. we must have it ready of course 
with our resume and cover letter in 
whenever we are going to apply for a job. E-
portfolio stands for electronic portfolio and is 
a method in which you have an archive of 
your portfolio in a computer file. E-portfolio is 
always available in your laptop like a 
companion book while your original papers 
remain safe and secure. 
 
Listening to experiences and life stories in a 
period of time is always interesting and 
invaluable. Two settled immigrants in a Q & 
A session explained how they fought against 
their problems and obstacles in Canada and 
how they came out of them. This is a familiar 
story for newcomers and all of us have 
faced these problems more or less but 
listening to such true adventures 
strengthens your motivations and gives you 
a sense of self esteem, the main power 
which prevents you from going into culture 
shock. 
 
Finally I would like to give two suggestions. I 
think all newcomers and of course English 
language learners are informed and feel 
their necessity:            
 
1-TESL Canada is an organization 
dedicated to advancing communication and 
coordinating awareness of issues for those 
concerned with English as a second 
language and English skills development. It 
seems newcomers to Canada as the 
majority of target group in this huge 
organization need to be more organized. 
Each newcomer has some experiences, 
challenges, guides, news, information and 
suggestions but nobody knows how she/he 
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can share them. I think it is time to have an 
organization just for learners or newcomers. 
Its name is no matter (may be LESL) but 
can be as a common reference for all new 
comers across Canada. 
  
2- Networking between the newcomers and 
learners can be powerful due to their 
common experiences. For creating this 
communication first of all they must find 
each other. Gathering the newcomers two or 
three times a year is my suggestion. 
Participating can be public or selective and 
in each gathering they can talk about their 
challenges, their local news, probable 
opportunities and all helpful information.    
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Sanaa Youssef  
 
It was an unforgettable experience. I 
traveled from Halifax to Moncton by train; it 
was a nice trip as I enjoyed the sight- seeing 
.The nature was beautiful. 
 
The conference was held at the hotel 
Beausejour in Moncton. We reached there 
at 5 pm May 29t, 2008. The same evening 
we went for dinner with our teachers and the 
rest of the learners from other parts of 
Canada. We had our food in a restaurant 
where we enjoyed Maritime music. 
 
On Friday May 30, we had wonderful 
workshop.  The first one was about 
networking and how to communicate with 
others to build mutually beneficial 
relationships .We discussed the barriers to 
communication and interpersonal 
communication skills. 
 
The second one was about the Canadian 
Language Benchmarks which is the 
standard used in Canada to teach and to 
test language learning in adult ESL 
programs. One workshop was about the 
Marketplace of Opportunities and the hidden 
job market and the role of economic 
development agencies for business start up. 
We had an informative   session about how 
to create an e-portfolio. 
 

In the evening there was a 
banquet and silent Auction. The teachers 
who spent their lives in teaching the 
language were honored and we watched a 
wonderful show called (kitchen party) 
performed by a musical family It was a lot of 
fun and we dance. 
 
The last day we went in the early morning to 
Moncton Market where we enjoyed food and 
shopping and when we returned we had our 
round table discussions and problem 
solving. 
 
At this conference I got to know new friends 
and had nice and fruitful discussions.   
 
I enjoyed attending the conference; I gained 
a lot of information and improved my 
communication skills. Made me want to do 
my own e-portfolio, I feel it will be a good 
review of my experience and skills 
throughout my career.   
 
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Vicky Yu-Pei Hsiao 
 
Before I attended this conference, I was very 
excited about it. Moncton was a new place 
we haven’t been before and it was a fresh 
event we haven’t seen and heard before. 
Everything was so exciting for me. I 
sincerely appreciated my English teacher, 
Ellen Pilon, as she gave me such a 
wonderful opportunity to participate in this 
conference and let me acquire many 
experiences and net workings from there. 
 
First of all, I met lots of TESL teachers and 
planners who came from different places. 
They were very friendly and hard-working. I 
saw they were busy to take various courses 
to learn how they could improve their 
teaching techniques. We also had some 
networking with the teachers. At our 
learners’ conference, the planners Carolyn 
Gupta and Yasmin Ojah appeared lively and 
charming.  They lead us to be involved with 
learners from different provinces and getting 
together to learn about different things and 
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discuss problems about the immigration 
experience. 
 
During these three days, I enjoyed lots of 
entertainment and had some fun; also I 
wanted to contribute something to the 
conference. Fortunately, we had some 
programs to discuss about how to help 
newcomers to settle down in their new life 
smoothly, including accessing services, 
language translating services etc. The 
issues of life skills, handling barriers to 
integration, improving language learning 
processes, job searching skills also became 
popular topics to be exchanged opinions 
from each other. We learned lots of 
knowledge about how to be more 
independent and manage our lives. 
Actually, we were satisfied with all of the 
conference events and entertainment and 
also hoped our appearances were useful 
and helpful for this conference. We really 
expect that we can achieve more 
progressive and comfortable environment 
for living and more beautiful future in 
Canada. 
 
Alan and Vicky’s daughter- Joy’s essay: 
I loved this trip. Before I arrived there, sat in 
the car, watched the beautiful views outside 
the car windows, I was looking forward to 
this trip. When I went into the hotel, I was so 
happy about the soft beds, big pillows and a 
good place to let me writing my homework, 
everything seemed wonderful in my eyes. 
There was a big swimming pool. This made 
me feel cool and relax. The place I loved 
most was the Irish restaurant where we had 
a delicious dinner and heard the maritime 
style music. I also liked the farmer market 
which we went there on Saturday morning. 
There was so clean, I saw many special 
things, I bought a beautiful picture which had 
full kinds of different materials mixed 
together. What a wonderful trip! I loved it! 
 
 
Learners’ Conference Report:   
Alan Jenn Tseng 
 
This was the first time that I felt the warmest 
treatment in Canada. People were very 

friendly and considerate to 
greet me. All the layouts of the activities 
were fancy and educational.  

 
The topics of the Learners’ Conference were 
designed precisely and concisely to suit for 
me as a newcomer. Not only the instructors 
provided sufficient information but also the 
learners had plenty of time to discuss and 
exchange opinions and experiences. 

 
For newcomers, the first and foremost thing 
is making their families settle down stably. 
Such as applying for Health card, Social 
Insurance card, finding a place to live and 
how to get the driving license…etc. The 
newcomers have difficulties in dealing with 
these affairs in strange places, even though 
some of them are good at speaking English. 
One of the learners recommended the 
government can establish a welcome center 
to provide relevant information for them. 
 
To improve English ability is another 
challenge for newcomers. English skills are 
divided into four main sections, listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. In my opinion, 
I suggest that ESL teachers design various 
programs to suit for newcomers whom come 
from different countries.  

 
Learners learned how to learn; teachers 
learned how to teach and taught learners 
how to learn were the scenes that I have 
met in the conference. It is really difficult to 
keep lifelong learning. I deeply give my 
respect to all the members of TESL. They 
were phenomenal. Their manners inspire 
me to learn to reach higher English level.  

 
I do hope that I can attend the learners’ 
conference again after eighteen months. Not 
only to gain more useful information, but 
also to enjoy the happiness of learners.    
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TESL Canada 2008 Conference  
Moncton, NB - May 29-31, 2008 
Reflections on the Conference 

 
 
Shangri-La for a Grammar Nerd: 
Andy de Champlain 

 
I  figured, ‘Why not?’  TESL Canada hadn’t 
been in the Maritimes for eight years, so, 
since Moncton is so close, I figured I’d go 
and see what all the fuss was about.  I’d 
enjoyed meeting people in TESL NS (it’s 
always nice to chat with other poor souls 
who are neck-deep in this lovable racket), so 
I thought the national conference might be 
an even better experience, and it was!  
 
First off, Friday morning’s keynote speaker 
Scott Thornbury was as entertaining as 
informative.  I mean that in the good way, of 
course.  It takes talent to explain subtle 
differences between ‘text’ and ‘context’ in a 
discourse-based approach and still make 
you laugh.  I don’t regret getting up at 4:30 
to head to Moncton in time for his 
presentation. 
  
Jeremy Harmer, Saturday afternoon’s 
keynote speaker, was equally vivacious and 
witty.  Two points from his talk are still in 
conflict in my mind:  
1. We should teach a prestige variety of 
English, and  
2.  When non-native speakers chat in 
English, in the real, international world, they 
never produce the third-person singular -s. 
 
This revelation begs the question: Should 
we, under the ‘prestige variety’ argument, 
continue to teach the almost un-learnable 
third-person singular -s and other clumsy 
morphosyntax, the knowing of which may be 
inconsequential for our students? Otherwise, 
should we focus on grammar only to the 
extent that meaning isn’t lost?  Such 
questions may force us to reconsider the 
rationale behind our approaches to TESL. 
  
Listening to Jeremy Harmer, I thought of 
Friday afternoon’s talk on recasts given by 

Laura Hawkes of B.C.  Her 
presentation was brilliant and it reflected an 
impressive amount of research done with 26 
ESL students.  Her study indicated, albeit 
with a statistically insufficient sample, that 
when the teacher corrects a student’s 
grammar, e.g., by recasting the phrase, 
there might be long-term gains in 
acquisition.  But should I rekindle the faith 
that my students may yet learn any grammar 
via my corrections?  As I consider this, so 
much menacing fossiliz-ation experience 
rushes back to memory.  Then I consider the 
dreadful plausibility that, compared to 
communicative ability, grammatical accuracy 
just won’t matter in the near future.   

 
I guess each teacher must decide alone how 
much recasts help, and how much emphasis 
should be on form and the prestige variety.  
In any case, Laura Hawkes’s “Recasts and 
their Effect on Error Detection and 
Correction by ESL Students” gave me some 
much needed reassurance that it’s not yet 
proven to be a lost cause in class to ‘give 
negative feedback’, or to ‘recast’, or to 
‘correct grammar’, or however you put it.  I 
recast in moderation and hope for the best. 
 
Another interesting talk, actually the first I 
went to, was called “Creating Reliable, Valid, 
and Accurate Placement Tests,” by Joel 
Murray, from Kwantlen University College in 
B.C.  Unfortunately, creating a test 
specifically for placement involves a lot of 
variables so, as Mr. Murray acknowledged, 
the talk was limited to an introduction to the 
process.  Obviously we must examine the 
potential project of making any placement 
test within the context of our own specific 
multi-tiered programs.  The talk provided an 
excellent appreciation for what’s involved in 
making a useable placement test.  Mr. 
Murray was generous enough to remind me 
of the steps in a recent e-mail: 

• Assemble a test-making team 
• Describe the test-takers 
• Define the objectives for the test 
• Decide on the type of placement 

test and what it should contain 
• Create the test 
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• Develop scoring guides for the 
markers 

• Test the test 
• Analyze the results 
• Train the people who are going to 

be administering and scoring the 
test 
 

If you’re asking yourself now, “How much 
will all this cost?” then you’re management 
material.  In any case, as an instructor in an 
EAP program currently using an unofficial 
CanTEST as a placement test for a six-level 
program, I was (and am) quite interested in 
placement testing.  Our clientele, for the 
most part, have a lot of pressure to rise up 
through the levels and matriculate, and 
instructors can feel that pressure.  Talking 
about using the CanTEST or TOEFL, Mr. 
Murray explained that “a ‘canned’ test 
cannot reflect the curriculum or the focus of 
the course(s) into which a test-taker is 
placed.”  In my experience, students often 
feel the need to focus on that final test and 
disregard any curriculum peripheral to that 
test.  I see it in my students’ eyes everyday: 
“Will this particular vocabulary be on the 
next CanTEST?” 
 
So what’s the solution?  Do we scrap what 
we’ve been doing and invest several 
thousand dollars in a new placement-test 
creation project?  On one hand it may be 
worth looking into the costs involved in 
making a more curricular-specific placement 
test, especially for the lower levels, but on 
the other hand we (in my program) could 
just continue interpreting the results more 
and more effectively.  After all, there are 
levels to the results of our placement tests.   
 
What’s important for teachers, I think, is to 
convey to students when necessary that a 
standardized second-language test 
measures aspects of language ability, and 
since the curriculum seeks to improve those 
abilities, students should focus on their class 
work, not the test.  When students get hung 
up on that malignant placement test, they 
lose sight of the real goal—to learn English.  
Should we make more curricular-specific 

placement tests?  
Probably to some extent, but it could be a 
major investment. 
 
In any case, I shouldn’t attempt to 
summarize every presentation I attended, 
but suffice it to say, there were a great 
variety of interesting talks given.  The 
coolest thing about the conference must 
have been Friday night’s events—the 
dinner, silent auction, poignant speeches 
and entertainment.  The food was 
scrumptious and the music was refreshingly 
off the beaten path.  It was fun to see my 
department’s Maureen Sargent get the 
Lifetime Membership Award, and even more 
fun to get on the stage later and play the 
tambourine with the Acadian band.  All in all, 
I had a ripping good time in Moncton.  
Sometimes being an ESL teacher can be 
daunting, but when you go to these 
conferences you’re reminded that you’re not 
alone up at the top of the classroom, and 
you can learn from and share with 
colleagues from across the country.  
 
The Importance of Variety: 
Sandy Crocker 
 
What a wonderful three days it was.  I was 
given the opportunity to see the great variety 
in my profession.  I met people who were 
working on their Masters or finishing up their 
PhD’s.  I was introduced to people who were 
willing to share their knowledge in methods 
for using tools in the classroom and others 
who were happy to share their practical 
resources.  There were researchers at the 
conference who focused on the analysis of 
effectiveness of techniques used in the 
classroom while other researchers 
specialized in placement testing or cultural 
analysis.  I met gurus in the latest 
technology and I perused the latest 
publications in ESL, EAP, and EFL.  I was 
able to meet fellow instructors with years of 
experience in teaching adults, children, 
natives and immigrants in public and private 
sector language programs.  I could attend 
workshops for managers, teachers, 
professors, coordinators, administrators and 
learners alike. All this was accomplished in 



  
Summer 2008                                                                        page 12 
 
 
three days.  I would just like to commend the 
people at TESL NS, TESL NB, TESL 
Canada and the city of Moncton for 
providing a great opportunity to share 
knowledge and help us in our quest for 
lifelong learning.      
 

 
 
 
Conference Reflection: 
Alicia Daley 
 
It has taken me about a month to recover 
but the TESL Canada Conference 2008 was 
well worth it!  As a first time participant I was 
very keen (and perhaps a bit overzealous!) 
to see and do as much as I could.  The 
presentations were very useful and catered 
to the wide specialist areas we find in this 
profession.  Jeremy Harmer and Scott 
Thornbury, the keynote speakers were great 
and certainly gave me some tricks and tips 
to help me in the classroom.  However, the 
highlight of the conference had to be 
meeting colleagues from across the country 
and hearing about the initiatives and 
projects that are being undertaken by their 
schools and institutions! 
 
Conference Reflection: 
Haiyan Sun 
 
It was a great experience for me to attend 
the TESL Canada Conference and volunteer 
with the registration. It is also a great 
opportunity to meet with ESL professionals 
and make friends. I enjoyed the two 
keynotes and every workshop I went to, as 

well as the refreshment 
between workshops. The two workshops I 
found the most useful for me are “Program 
Administration – Problems with people” by 
Christopher and “Making the most of ‘the 14 
words that make all the difference’” by 
Samuel. There are many workshops I would 
love to participate but could not get into 
either due to a schedule conflict or small 
meeting room. I hope there will be a post 
conference publication that helps people 
who couldn’t make it to the conference to 
“make the most of THE conference”.  
 
 
Conference Reflection: 
Caroline MacKinnon 
 
My experience at the TESL Canada 
conference turned out to be quite different 
than I had expected. My usual “conference 
routine” goes something like this: I arrive 
feeling fresh, driven and ready to share, but 
can eventually be found sidling around on 
the outskirts of groups, unsure of what to do 
with myself. The wealth of knowledge and 
experience can easily overwhelm; as eager 
as I may be to partake in conversation and 
get to know other people, I never know quite 
what to say. I often wonder how other 
people do it, and why I even bother to go to 
conferences. However; this time was 
different. This time I volunteered.  
 
Being a volunteer meant I had a place to be 
and a purpose to being there. I was a part of 
the entire show, a cog in the wheel, and had 
a sense of belonging that had previously 
been missing. People would ask me 
questions and make remarks about the 
workshops they had just attended; I 
engaged in casual conversation about the 
general spirit of the conference and the 
quality of the presenters. Sitting in one spot, 
I was able to quietly people-watch (a 
favourite past-time) without feeling like an 
outsider. Although I didn’t attend many 
workshops, I feel I came away from the 
conference with a new outlook and fresh 
attitude. So, to anyone who shares similar 
sentiments towards “conference pressures”, 
try approaching one from a different angle; 
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like me, you may be pleasantly surprised at 
the results. 
 
 
Conference Reflection: 
Kent Fraser 
 
The recent TESL Canada conference in 
Moncton was a wonderful experience.  This 
was the first national conference that I have 
attended and I was impressed at the breadth 
of subjects being covered.  From practical 
grammar lessons presented by Scott 
Thornbury to the thought provoking keynote 
delivered by Jeremy Harmer I found the 
whole event stimulating and a boost of 
energy to my teaching.  Having volunteered 
at the conference, I also had the chance to 
spend time with our colleagues from 
TESLNB who were very friendly and helpful.  
In all, I was very pleased to attend and look 
forward to my next conference. 
 
Conference Reflection: 
Ellen Pilon 
 
A TESL Canada conference is always a 
treat, and this one was even more exciting 
because TESL NS was the co-host.  We 
could see how all our planning and 
organizing and agonizing over costs and 
infinite communication with presenters and 
registrants came together into a splendid 
event enjoyed by all.  
 
What I particularly enjoyed about this 
conference, other than being involved so 
extensively with the planning and facilitating, 
were the people.   This is an opportunity to 
hear about teaching experiences in other 
provinces and in our own province, a chance 
to chat and laugh and learn with people we 
know and people we’ve met for the first time.  
It’s networking at its best.   
 
Working with the TESL Canada board is 
also a pleasure for me, and I welcome the 
lengthy face-to-face meetings that we are 
able to indulge in at the conference. I’m 
active on 5 committees plus I’m the TESL 
Canada Treasurer, and I love every minute 
of it.  A TESL Canada conference is a 

gathering of enthusiastic 
professionals, ready to share their expertise 
and have fun while doing so.  The 
experience was wonderful. 
 

 
 

TESL NS Conference Support: 
Recipients’ Reports: 

 
 
Presenting at TESL Canada is easier 
than you think  
Fiona Inglis 
 
The TESL Canada conference in Moncton in 
May was my first national TESL conference. 
I have been to many TESL NS conferences, 
and even presented at one, and maybe this 
is what gave me the confidence to apply to 
present at TESL Canada, along with the 
financial support offered by TESL NS (thank 
you). However, as the conference 
approached and my name began appearing 
on official documents, I began to wonder 
what I had done. People at work began 
saying, “I see you’re presenting at TESL 
Canada. I couldn’t stand up and speak in 
front of people like that. You must be 
nervous.” I hadn’t been, but now I began to 
think that I should be. Why wasn’t I more 
worried about this? I told my co-workers not 
to come to my presentation explaining that 
they could listen to me any time, and they 
should take the opportunity to find out what 
people from further away had to say. This 
wasn’t the real reason. The real reason was 
that if I did end up making a fool of myself I 
would rather it happened in front of 
strangers than in front of people that I have 
to work with every day. 
 
When I got to the conference, I looked in the 
program and saw that I would be presenting 
in “Ballroom B”. This sounded a little 
intimidating, and things got worse when we 
went to hear Scott Thornbury’s opening 
plenary and I saw that “Ballroom B” was part 
of a huge room with a podium, and 
microphone, and two projection screens and 
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row and rows of seats. I kept thinking, “A 
microphone! I can’t use a microphone. I’ve 
never used a microphone! But my voice is 
so small. No one will be able to hear me! 
Will they be in rows? I don’t like talking to 
people in rows. How many people are going 
to be there?” Then Scott Thornbury began to 
talk, and he was so funny, and smart and 
interesting and insightful that I managed to 
stop thinking such foolish thoughts. I was 
particularly pleased when he spoke about 
encouraging students to act as discourse 
analysts, since that was going to be one of 
the conclusions in my presentation. I thought 
that maybe I was on the right track after all. 
 
The other presentations I attended that day 
took my mind off my own impending 
presentation. Maria Glass was passionate 
about pragmatics and told us about her 
research into the inclusion of pragmatics in 
TESL programs. She then gave us some 
example situations to raise our awareness of 
the importance of pragmatics and asked 
when we thought ESL teachers should learn 
about pragmatics. Next, Tatiana Galetcaia 
and Loreena Thiessen described the 
techniques that they have found useful in 
assisting international students to develop 
critical thinking skills. They spoke about the 
misunderstandings that some students have 
around the meaning of ‘critical thinking’ and 
showed some of the hands-on activities that 
they have used to help students understand 
what the term really means. Finally, I 
listened with great interest as Lindsay Gutt 
explained why her online course was 
unsuccessful.  
 
Then it was time for me to give my 
presentation. I didn’t have to use a 
microphone. The tables were arranged for 
small groups and there were only about 
twenty people (the perfect number in my 
mind). There was a slight technical hitch at 
the beginning when my audio files weren’t 
coming through the speakers, but the 
conference organisers had made sure that 
there were plenty of people on hand to help 
with all that kind of thing, and it was soon 
sorted out. I talked about my research into 
the ways in which people show that they are 

listening. People seemed 
to listen. They did the activities I gave them. 
No one had any questions, but I chatted with 
a few people as I packed up my stuff. I had 
hoped that the presentation would open up a 
little more discussion, so I hurried off to the 
final presentation of the day with a bit of an 
anticlimactic feeling.  This was soon 
forgotten once Pavlina Radia and Elaine 
Khoo started talking about using multimedia 
in undergraduate composition classes. Then 
the first day was over. I had a glass of wine 
and was very pleased when someone who 
had been at my presentation came up to me 
to say how much she had enjoyed it.  
 
There’s no space left to tell you about the 
fantastic food, the music, or the 
presentations from day two (including an 
inspiring one by Debra Hoven about online 
teaching). I suggest that you try as hard as 
you can to get to the next conference and 
seriously consider presenting. It isn’t as 
scary as you think. 
 
 
My experience of the TESL Canada 
2008 conference 
Sandee Thompson   
  
I have always enjoyed conferences 
immensely regardless of the field they were 
related to.   Sometimes I enjoy them 
because of the things I learn or the lessons I 
reaffirm and other times I come away 
satiated with a recharged ‘battery’ because 
of the new personal connections I make or 
old ones I rekindle.   This past weekend at 
the TESL Canada 2008 conference, I had 
the opportunity to do both. 
 
Clearly, the TESL Canada conference was a 
success.  The committee surpassed its 
original goal of 300 participants with 384 
people signed up before on-site registration 
started.  There were over 90 workshops, two 
world-renowned plenary speakers, four life-
long members honoured from across 
Canada and plenty of good food to keep 
everyone energized for the events.   
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Since most of my time before and during the 
conference was focused on our two plenary 
speakers, Scott Thornbury and Jeremy 
Harmer, I didn’t go to as many workshops as 
I normally do.  However, the ones I did 
participate in were loads of fun and were 
executed with a professionalism that does 
our country proud and I certainly learned a 
thing or two! 
 
So what did I learn?  Professionally, I was 
reminded that concordance lists can save 
teachers time and can provide learners with 
authentic models of text that they can tease 
out as they are ready, using them as models 
for their own writings or speech.  I reaffirmed 
my belief that listening to what learners do 
not say, as well as what they do say, is key 
to building rapport and that patience and 
providing an adequate amount of ‘wait time’ 
is crucial in a language learning experience.  
From Jennifer St. John, I learned a few more 
tricks to engage my kinaesthetic learners 
when teaching pronunciation.  Who knew an 
elastic band could be so useful? 
 
I also learned things from spending time with 
and listening to our two plenary speakers.  
Scott reaffirmed my belief that humour is 
universal and transcends everything…that 
laughter is a great communicator and that 
discourse does indeed take place on a 
variety of levels that are both conscious and 
unconscious.  Jeremy simply touched my 
heart by speaking to the non-native 
language teachers in the room, rather than 
about them, and by reaffirming their 
experiences without speaking for them, 
something we should all be doing on some 
level or other. 
 
Personally, I was reminded of why I love the 
Maritimes and have made it my home.   
Maureen’s humbleness in her speech as a 
life-member spoke volumes of why she was 
nominated in the first place for being such a 
wonderful Maritime icon and mentor to 
teachers.  The three co-chairs, Barbara 
Clayton, Sandra Foreman and Ellen Pilon, 
showed us that if you are organized and 
work together, you can accomplish anything.  
The TESL Canada Choir reminded me not 

to take myself too 
seriously, to take risks and dare to do the 
unexpected.  While the experiment may not 
always be successful, people will generally 
forgive anything if you try!  And I also 
learned that sometimes all you can do is 
hope for the best and trust that with the 
support of others around you, it will happen. 
 
Congratulations to the organizers, 
volunteers and presenters…you did a terrific 
job once again! 
 

 
 
English for Specific Purposes: 
Serve hot. Serve immediately – in 
English! 

 
Rebecca Stoffer teaches ESL for the Metro  
Region Immigrant Language Services T.I.E. 
Program in Antigonish, NS 
 
We might have been hungry…Or perhaps it’s 
because my intermediate class of learners are 
women…But all the ingredients were there and 
something magical happened: for a few short weeks 
learning English became the natural “bi-product” of 
my classroom.  
 
I simply handed over the white board, the dry-erase 
markers, the instructor’s chair – front and centre – 
and sat behind a desk with the other students to 
watch, take notes and monitor. Meanwhile, each 
learner assumed the role of teacher and presenter – 
and put their productive English skills wholly to use. 
  
Ground rules were established. Any questions and 
discrepancies were to be jotted down as time for 
Q&A would follow. That said – if the presenter had a 
question pertaining to a piece of language she was 
always free to interrupt her presentation and seek 
our input.  
 
Supplementary hand-outs were always prepared. 
And because each presenter wrote each recipe on 
the board, Instructor (or learner) feedback on 
spelling, grammar points and idiomatic construction 
could be illustrated during “wrap up” for the benefit 
of all.  
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And that is how our ESL class became the venue for 
cultural exchange via the presentation of much loved 
and truly authentic recipes. All served, of course, 
using the vocabulary of food, of utensils, of 
measurements and abbreviations and of verbs 
deployed in the imperative, or as an occasional 
participle. 
 
Most of us accept that food can be one of the most 
comforting and natural ways to experience another 
culture, so I’d like to share the following recipes 
which were culled from a much larger body of work 
accomplished this term.   
 
Think of them as our class’s contribution to your next 
End-of-Year/Term/Semester party. We hope you’ll 
give them a try – just as we did! 
  
 
Herring Under the Fur Coat (Salad) 
Irena Kachalova, Russia 
 
This cold salad makes a beautiful centrepiece on a 
buffet table. Decorate with carved radishes and 
carrots. 
 
4 medium size potatoes, boiled 
4  medium size beet roots, boiled 
5  eggs, boiled 
1  onion, diced 
1 medium size jar or can of pickled herring 
2  green apples, skinned 
 mayonnaise 
 
1. Letting the potatoes, beet roots and eggs  

cool, shred the herring and spread pieces  
on a large platter. 

2. Sprinkle diced onion on top of herring. 
3. Next and keeping each ingredient separate, 

grate the potatoes, beet roots and eggs. 
4. Sprinkle in layers, beginning with the potatoes 

ending with the eggs. 
5. Spread mayonnaise to coat the top layer of 

eggs. 
6. Using plastic wrap, cover the salad. 
7. Refrigerate for one hour. 
 
Cut chilled salad into wedges and serve. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dum Allu (Steamed Potatoes) 
Uzma Faruqui, Pakistan 
 
For a meatless meal when served with rice or  
roti. Prep-time – 30 min., cooking time – 15 min. 
 
1 kg medium size potatoes 
2 tbsp quark or cheese curd 
1 tsp chilli powder 
1 tsp ginger powder 
1 tsp  cumin seeds 
2 tsp fennel powder 
2 tbsp   lemon juice 
2 cups water 
to taste salt 
oil for frying 
 
1. Boil potatoes. Allow to cool. Peel and 

thoroughly pierce each potato with a fork. 
2. Fry potatoes in oil on medium heat until  

golden. 
3. In a separate wok, heat oil to medium heat  

and stir in cumin seeds.  
4. Add chilli powder, salt, lemon juice and  

quark.  
5.    Stir well. Then add ginger, fennel and  
        water. Bring to a boil. 
6.    Next add potatoes and stir. Let cook for 7-8   

minutes on high heat.  
 
Makes four servings. 
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Alfajores (Cookies) 
Carina Tervel, Argentina 
 
Dulce de leche is a unique, caramel-like spread  
that is widely consumed throughout Argentina… 
(and now being imported by the President’s  
Choice product line). 
 
½ cup  butter 
1 cup sugar 
1  egg 
2 egg yokes 
1 tsp vanilla 
2 tsp grated lemon rind 
1 ½ cup  cornstarch 
½ cup flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
¼ tsp salt 
to taste dulce de leche (sweet milk dessert) 
 
1. Cream butter, add sugar and beat until  

fluffy. 
2. Add egg and egg yokes, one at a time,  

beating well. 
3. Beat in vanilla and lemon rind. 
4. Sift together cornstarch, flour, baking  

powder and salt.  
5. Combine both mixtures and blend making  

a smooth batter. 
6. Drop batter by spoonfuls onto a well- 

greased baking sheet. 
7. Bake at 350˚ degrees for 15 minutes.  

Remove immediately. 
8. Sandwich the cookies together with dulce  

de leche. 
 
Makes 40 cookies. 
 
 

 
   

Happy Summer 
Vacation!                             

 
 

 
 
 
 

Haselnusskuchen 
(Hazelnut Cake) 
Karen Bissonette, Germany 
 
This cake is good to bake in advance because its 
flavour increases after 3 days. 
 
200g  butter or margarine 
150g sugar 
4           eggs 
250g  flour, wheat or spelt 
3 tsp baking powder 
200g hazelnuts, ground 
pinch salt 
 
1. Grease a medium-size loaf tin. Preheat  

oven to 390˚F. 
2. Put butter or margarine, sugar and salt in a 

bowl. Cream together. 
3. Add eggs one at a time, mixing well after  

each.  
4. Mix flour, baking powder and ground  

hazelnuts in a separate bowl. Mix well. 
5. Put flour mixture to the wet mixture and stir until 

the batter falls from the spoon. 
6. Pour the batter into the greased loaf tin. 

Place tin in the middle of the preheated  
oven. 

7. Bake for 60 minutes. 
 

 
 


